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Access our electronic encyclopedia resources from the pull-down menu on the Library home page:  

• Gale Virtual Reference Library – dozens of major academic encyclopedias 
• NetLibrary’s Reference Center – over 100 dictionaries, handbooks & encyclopedias 
• Access Science (McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science & Technology Online) 

(Video demos of these are available on our website: “Research >> more… > Research Tutorials”) 
 

I. GALE VIRTUAL REFRENCE LIBRARY  ENCYCLOPEDIAS 
 
SEARCHING GVRL:  
At the “Basic Search” screen, enter your topic: ____________________________________ 

Keyword (default) searches all of the GVRL encyclopedias for articles with your term in the first 
50 words. If you use two words (e.g., child soldiers), it looks for them occurring close together. 
If you get nothing or very little, try switching from “keywords” to “entire document.” 

 
Select an article from the results. Make sure the author is named – usually at the end of the article. 
View the article in HTML format (default), then view it in PDF format.  
 

Title of Encyclopedia: __________________________________________________ 
 

Title of Article: ________________________________________________________ 
 
  Author(s) of Article: ___________________________________________________ 
 
AUTHOR/EDITOR INFORMATION 
   Find the List of Contributors. 
      (Open the “eTable of Contents.” The contributor list is usually in the front matter of the first volume.  
        If not, open the “volume” pull-down menu, and try at the end of the last volume.) 
 
   What information is given about the article’s author?  

Credentials:   Affiliation(s):   
 
   Editor(s) of the Encyclopedia: ___________________________________________________ 
      (Usually on the title page; use the “eTable of Contents.” Many editors? Use “chief” editor.) 
 
      What information is given about the editor of the encyclopedia? Credentials:  Affiliations:  
 
SOURCES CITED (look at the end of the article) 
 How many references are cited?      0    1-5     6-10     >10 
 What kinds of sources are cited most?  ____ Journals & Academic Books 
      ____ Magazines, Newspapers, & Websites 
AUDIENCE  

Is this encyclopedia       ____ “Scholarly”: written by experts for their peers 
      ____ “Popular”: written for a non-expert audience 

 
PUBLISHER:  Name: _____________________________ 
   (Circle one):  university         commercial        professional society         can't tell 
 
PUBLICATION DATE: __________   

Finding & Evaluating Information in…  
Subject Encyclopedias 

(Electronic Editions)



II.  NETLIBRARY’s “REFERENCE CENTER” 
     
Several hundred of the e-books we’ve bought from NetLibrary are encyclopedias, dictionaries, handbooks, 
etc. You can search through them all at once for a topic by choosing the Reference Center at NetLibrary’s 
search page – it’s in the box on the right.  
 
SEARCHING 
Search for your topic in the “Entry” search box: __________________________________________ 
    This searches for your term in the titles of articles (“entries”) in the reference books.  
    (No results or poor results? Try using the “eContent search” box below, changing “Title” to “Full-text.”   
     This will find any article that at least mentions your term.) 
 
Select a signed article from an encyclopedia. Having trouble finding one? Try this: 

Go back to the Reference Center search page.  
Instead of searching, pick an encyclopedia from the subject list on the right.  

 
View the article. Is it in:          HTML format          or             PDF format  
 

Title of Encyclopedia: __________________________________________________ 
 

Title of Article: ________________________________________________________ 
 
  Author(s) of Article: ___________________________________________________ 
       (The author is usually listed at the end of the article, before or after the references.) 
 
AUTHOR/EDITOR INFORMATION 
    Find the List of Contributors. 

(Use the “Contents” tab in the left-hand frame to view the table of contents. The contributor list is 
usually near the beginning; if not, scroll down and try at the end. When found, click to view.) 

 
    What information is given about the author of your article?  

Credentials:     Affiliation(s):   
 
    Editor(s) of the Encyclopedia: ___________________________________________________ 

 (Usually on the title page; use the “Contents” tab. You may have to click on the “Cover” and page 
forward until you get to the title page. Many editors? Use “chief” editor.) 

 
    What information is given about the editor of the encyclopedia?  

Credentials:     Affiliations:  
 
SOURCES CITED (look at the end of the article) 
 How many references are cited?      0    1-5     6-10     >10 
 What kinds of sources are cited most?  ____ Journals & Academic Books 
      ____ Magazines, Newspapers, & Websites 
AUDIENCE  

Is this encyclopedia       ____ “Scholarly”: written by experts for their peers 
      ____ “Popular”: written for a non-expert audience 

 
PUBLISHER:  Name: _____________________________ 
   (Circle one):  university         commercial        professional society         can't tell 
 
PUBLICATION DATE: __________   
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