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A. Get a Recommendation

Fesearch

0 Databases
o Research Guides
o Surmmit

O Mare...

From our home page, choose:
Research >> more... >> Recommended Reading

This links to several lists of award-winning books,
including:

» ALA Notable Books for Adults (American Library Association)
» Puddlies (Powell’s Book Store customer favorites)

» Selected Classics (Seattle Public Library)

» Oregon Book Award

Search collection by:

Keyword ¥ | |lastchild

More search options

Once you find a book you’re interested in, look it up in
the CCC Library Catalog to see if we own a copy.

Use the pull-down menu to search by title, and enter as
much of the title as needed to identify the book.

IF WE DON’T OWN THE BOOK, we can borrow it for you through Interlibrary Loan — ask us!

B. Browsing the shelves

Use the LC Classification posters or the Library’s handout to find the code for the subject
you would like to browse. A few popular areas:

Literature (P) — is arranged by author nationality and time period (the way researchers like it!)
Within a nationality and time, authors are arranged alphabetically by last name.

All works (novels, plays, short stories..

To browse for modern fiction, try:

Other popular areas:

.) by or about a particular author will be together

PS 3550-3576 Modern American Literature
PR6050-6076 Modern English Literature

Current US Politics E 902

Family, Gender Studies HQ

Self-help BF 575 (Psychology > Emotions)
Sports GV (Geography > Recreation)
True Crime: HV 6000+ (Criminology)

C. Electronic Books:

netLibrary:Our e-book collection; sign up for a free account to use these from home.
Google Book Search: (books.google.com) — will probably have free full text for classics
Also has a “find this book in a library” link to see what library nearby may have it.



Finding Reviews

1. Quick & easy: Book store websites
These often provide reviews, or at least snippets from reviews, and may provide both
editorial (professional) and customer reviews. (Remember, they hope to sell you the book!)

Powells www.powells.com Barnes & Noble www.barnesandnoble.com
Amazon WWW.amazon.com

2. Serious reviews and literary criticism from magazines, journals, and newspapers.
Search EBSCQO’s Academic Search Premier article index for book reviews. Try:
» including review* in your search: kite runner and review* OR
» choose Indexes tab >> select Reviews & Products >> Browse for your title
(You may wish to use the Refine Search tab to select articles available in full-text)

The New York Times often has in-depth book reviews.
Academic Search Premier indexes the NYT, but does not have the full-text of its articles.
To get the full-text (1851-2004), choose New York Times from the “Go” menu.

Finding book reviews in this product (ProQuest) can be surprisingly difficult; it may be
best to first identify the New York Times review in Academic Search Premier and then
search ProQuest by the title of the review article (choose advanced search >> search title of
review in quotes; specify date if necessary)

3. Literary Criticism Encyclopedias
We own several vast collections of literary criticism and author biography published by Gale.
The index to these is available free online at www.galenet.com/servlet/LitIndex
(or Google “gale literary index™)
Search by title or author to find out which sets and volumes have criticism on your item.

These are the ones we own and their locations in the Reference collection:

Contemporary Authors PN 771 .C6 Classical & Medieval Literary Criticism PN 681.5 .C57
Contemp. Auth. New Rev PN 771 .C670 Literature Criticism from 1400-1800 PN 86 .L53
Dict. of Literary Biography PS 128 .D5 Shakespearean Criticism PR 2965 .S43
Literature and Its Times PN 50 .L574 1997 19" Century Literary Criticism PN 761 .N56
World Lit. and Its Times PN 50 .N625 1999 20™ Century Literary Criticism PN 771. T94
Contemporary Literary Criticism PN 771 .C59
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