
E-Books: 
NetLibrary, GVRL, etc. 
 

Library Website: library.clackamas.edu                                 Library Reference: 503-657-6958 x2290 
 
E-books have the advantages of searchability and 24/7 access.  
In our catalog, CougarCat, e-books we have purchased appear in results with location of “E-Book” 
 

 
   Click the title and follow the “Read this book now” link to open the book. 
   To search for e-books only: use Advanced Keyword; open the Material Type menu; select E-books.  
 
Our NetLibrary Collection  (Research Gateway >> Find eBooks >> NetLibrary) 

• > 5,000 current, academic titles purchased by CCC Library – these also appear in our catalog 
• > 3,000 additional public domain (out-of-copyright) titles (these do not appear in our catalog) 
• “Reference Center” – search hundreds of academic encyclopedias for entries on your topic. 
 
To access our NetLibrary e-books off-campus, create an account (free) from any CCC computer.  

             (If you create your account at home, NetLibrary will show you only public domain collection.) 
 
      To exclude the public domain titles from your search: 
            Go to “Edit My Account.” In “Account preferences” uncheck “Publicly Accessible Collection.” 
 
     Search statements:     (NOTE: NetLibrary defaults to a full-text search; try keyword instead!) 
 shakespeare criticism    finds items with both words 
 feminis*     retrieves feminism, feminist, feminists… 
 “climate change”    retrieves exact phrase climate change 
    “climate change” OR “global warming”  retrieves items with either term 
 
     Viewing    Some books are in plain html format; most are in pdf (Adobe Acrobat) format: 
 
             Write notes    Use Acrobat Tools to select & copy text or print a page.     
 (40 notes per book, 500 characters per note)        Use the lens icon to magnify text. 
  
   
 
Browse the 
table of 
contents 
 
 
 
Or search 
the book for 
a word(s).  
 
 



GALE VIRTUAL REFERENCE LIBRARY 
 (Research Gateway >> Find eBooks >> Thomson Gale) 

Obtain passwords for off-campus access at the Reference Desk 
 

Search all of our 
GVRL encyclopedias 
together to find 
articles on your topic.  

 
Or select a particular title from the list, and search or browse 
within a single encyclopedia. (Choose a subject or click “show all”  
to see all the GVRL titles we currently own.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
View, print, or save articles in your 
choice of PDF or HTML format.  

 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL E-BOOK RESOURCES 
 
Google Books (books.google.com) 
Google is currently engaged in massive digitization projects intended to “create 
a comprehensive, searchable, virtual card catalog of all books in all languages.” 
Depending on copyright / permissions status, you may be able to see:  

• Full View – entire text may be searched and viewed. 
• Limited Preview – only certain pages (often the first few pages of each chapter) may be viewed. 
• Snippet View – a few sentences surrounding the first few occurrences of your search term 
• No Preview – information about the book only 

In any book record, choose Find this Book in a Library for a list of libraries with the item, near to far. 
Use the Advanced Search screen to limit to particular dates, or see full-view items only. 
 
 
Additional Sources for current, copyrighted titles: 
     The National Academies Press     www.nap.edu/browse.html    (>3,000 books) 
     UC Berkeley Press         texts.cdlib.org/escholarship/titles_public.html  (>400 books) 
 
Additional Sources for public domain (out-of-copyright) titles 
     Many thousands of these literary, historical, and scientific works have been posted on the Web by 

various educational institutions, organizations, and individuals. For a good starting point, try:  
      University of Pennsylvania Online Books Page digital.library.upenn.edu/books 
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