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Works Cited: 
APA Style Examples 

 
 
In writing a research paper, you must document the source of the information you use, to give credit to 
the authors and to direct your readers to your sources. The bibliographic citation gives credit to the author 
and directs your reader to your sources. APA (American Psychological Association) style is a guide to 
how you should create your bibliographic citations. 
 
This guide gives sample citations in APA format for some common types of resources. The number that 
corresponds to the relevant section of the manual is provided. This guide does not cover all possibilities! 
When in doubt, do not guess; consult the Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association (Reference LB 2369.P83 2001), or the APA website (www.apastyle.org). 
 

 
 

Articles & Books (Print) 
(4.16, A-B) 

Journal article   Flores, A. (2006). Using Computer Games and Other Media To Decrease 
Child Obesity. Agricultural Research, 54, 8-9. 

 
Magazine article Barbar, C. (2001, June). The science of meditation. Psychology Today, 34,  

54-59. 
 

Newspaper article Belsie, L. (2001, May 14) Don’t junk that PC! Some recycling options. 
Christian Science Monitor, 18.  

 
CQ Researcher 
 

Katel, P. (2006, April 28). American Indians. CQ Researcher, 16, 361-384. 
 

Encyclopedia entry Cho, K. (2004). Cuban missile crisis. In Encyclopedia of Leadership (Vol. 
1, pp. 306-311). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. 

 
Book 
First edition 

Rhodes, L.L. (2005). Electric ladyland: Women and rock culture. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

Book 
2nd edition 

Davis, William B., Gfeller, Kate E., & Thaut, Michael H. (1999). An 
introduction to music therapy: Theory and practice (2nd ed). 
Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

 
Chapter, essay or article 
from a book with an editor 

Buckingham, Henry (1996). Pablo Picasso’s blue period. In John Millhaus 
(Ed.), Art and artists (pp.151 – 175). New York: St. Martin’s. 

 

Parts of a Bibliographic Citation 
 Print material: 

1. Author(s)  
2. Title of the work  
3. Publication information  

Electronic material: 
1. Author(s)  
2. Title of the work 
3. Publication information for print edition (if any) 
4. Publication information for electronic edition 
5. Access information 
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Articles & Books (from library databases) 
(4.16, I) 

Magazine article accessed 
from an EBSCO index 
 

Farivar, C. (2006, June). Apple’s first 30 years. Macworld 23, 14-15. 
Retrieved June 17, 2006, from Academic Search Premier database. 

Journal article accessed 
from an EBSCO index 
 

Small, M.F. (2006). First soldier of the gene wars. Archaeology, 59 (3), 
46-51. Retrieved June 15, 2006, from Academic Search Premier 
database. 

 
Newspaper article accessed 
from NewsBank 

Muldoon, K. (2005, May 15). Mount St. Helens: 25 years later – Escaping 
an Unimaginable Wrath. The Oregonian, A11. Retrieved 
September 23, 2005, from NewsBank database. 

 
Newspaper article accessed 
from ProQuest New York 
Times Historical 

Kahn, J. (2003, October 24). Workplace deaths rise in China despite new 
safety legislation. New York Times, A6. Retrieved December 4, 
2005, from ProQuest Historical Newspapers database.  

 
Electronic edition of a CQ 
Researcher article 
 

Hatch, D. (2004, May 21). Worker safety. CQ Researcher 14. Retrieved 
August 9, 2005, from http://library.cqpress.com.  

e-book accessed through 
NetLibrary 

Brook, C.N.L. (1999). Jane Austen: Illusion and Reality. Rochester, NY: 
Boydell & Brewer Ltd. Retrieved April 13, 2006, from 
http://www.netlibrary.com. 

 
 
 

Information from the Internet 
 
In general, provide any of the following that can be determined, in this order: 

• Author of work 
• Publication date, or last updated date 
• Page title or article title 
• Source, or sponsoring/hosting organization  
• Access information: date accessed, <url> 

 
Article from the web site of 
a newspaper, journal, or 
magazine 

Bardhan, P. (2006). Does globalization help or hurt the world’s poor?  
Scientific American. Retrieved May 18, 2006, from 
http://www.sciam.com. 
 

Web Page 
(no author) 
 

Burn Survivors Online. (2004, January 15). Retrieved October 12, 2004, 
from http://www.burnsurvivorsonline.com. 

Web Page 
(with author) 

Nice, Karim. (2002, July 29). How stuff works - How mufflers work. 
Retrieved July 29, 2004, from 
http://www.howstuffworks.com/muffler.htm 

 
e-mail E-mails are personal communications. Personal communications are not  

listed in references (see 3.102). Cite personal communications in text only: 
(J.T. Kirk, personal communication, October 4, 2002) 
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CD-ROM Reference Works  
(4.16.92) 

Oxford English Dictionary 
 

Oxford English Dictionary (version 2.0.1). (1999). [CD-ROM]. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 

 
Twayne’s Authors Series Robinson, Forrest. (1977). Wallace Stegner. Twayne’s U.S. Authors on 

CD-ROM [CD-ROM] New York: G.K. Hall & Co. 
 

 
 
 

Other Materials 
 
Book Review 
(4.16.63) 

Schatz, B. R. (2000). Learning by text or context? [Review of the book 
The social life of information]. Science, 290, 1304. 

 
Published Conference 
Proceedings 
(4.16.83) 

Landa, I., Mazac, O., & Kelly, W. E. (1995). Risks of risk assessment. In 
Erickson, L. E., Tillison, D. L., Grant, S. C., & McDonald, J. P. 
(eds), Proceedings of the 10th annual conference on hazardous 
waste research (pp.69-77). Manhattan, KS: Great Plains/Rocky 
Mountain Hazardous Substance Research Center. 

 
Video Recording 
(4.16.65) 

Tyrrell, L. (Director). (1994). Vatican City: Art and glory. [Motion 
picture]. New York: View Video. 

 
Episode from a Television 
Series 
(4.16.67) 

Hall, B. (Writer), & Bender, J. (Director). (1991). The rules of the game 
[Television series episode]. In J. Sander (Producer), I’ll fly away. 
New York: New York Broadcasting Company. 

 
Audio Recording 
(4.16.69-70) 

Wilde, O. (1995). The Picture of Dorian Gray. [CD]. Abridged ed. Read 
by Michael Sheen. Naxos Audiobooks. 

 
LaRoche, L. (2001). Life Is Not a Stress Rehearsal: Bringing Yesterday’s 

Sane Lifestyle Into Today’s Insane World. [Cassette]. New York: 
BDD Audio.  

 
Personal Interview 
(3.102) 

Interviews are personal communications and are not included in the 
reference list (see 3.102). Cite personal communications in the text 
of your paper only: 

 
(P. Tucker, personal communication, September 2, 2004) 
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Some APA Conventions for the Works Cited List: 

 
 
The list should be double-spaced, with a hanging indent, which means that the first line of each reference  
is set flush left and subsequent lines are indented, as demonstrated in the examples above. (5.18) 
 
Author:  Give the author’s first name, followed by a comma, then the author’s first initial. Your 

 reference list will be alphabetized by the author’s last names. 
   
  Single author   Kent, C.,…  
  Two authors   Kent, C., & Lane, L.… 
  Three authors   Kent, C., Lane, L., & Wayne, B.… 
  More than 6 authors  Kent, C., Lane, L., Smart, M., Mouse, M. 
         Man, S., Hound, H., et al.          
  No author named  skip the author part and start your citation with the title 
 
Dates:    Do not abbreviate months     2000, February 

Write year in full, and include date where required  1999, September 20 
 
Title:  Titles of books, periodicals and web pages are italicized, and only the first word of the 

 title and proper nouns are capitalized. The first word of titles of articles in periodicals or 
 chapters in books or web pages are capitalized. Do not put titles in quotation marks.  

 
Volume/Issue: Give the volume number of journals, magazines, and newsletters. If each issue of a 

 journal or magazine begins on page 1, give the issue number in parentheses immediately 
 after the volume number:  24(6) 

 
Pages:   Give the entire page range of the article, not just the first page.  94-101      

 If the article is not on consecutive pages, list all subsequent  
 pages, separated by a comma.                   45-49, 71-72 
 
 

Citing sources within the text of your paper (3.34-3.39) 
 
You must cite your sources in your paper. When citing print sources for a direct quote, give the author, 
year, and page number in parentheses following the quote: (Anderson, 2001, p. 451) 
 
When citing print sources for a paraphrase, give the author and year: (Robinson, 1999) 
 
Since many online sources do not have page numbers, give the author and year: (Holmes, 2004) 
 
 
 


