
 

Gulli, L., & Mallory, N. (2005). Progeria syndrome. In B. 

Narins (Ed.), Gale encyclopedia of genetic disorders 

(2nd ed., Vol. 2, pp. 1063-1066). Detroit: Gale. 

Retrieved October 11, 2007 from Gale Virtual 

Reference Library database.  

APA Decoder: 
Books 

 
Library Website:    http://library.clackamas.edu              Library Reference: 503-657-6958  ext. 2290 

 
This sample has just about all the elements a book citation can have - this is an academic 
encyclopedia article in electronic format from a subscription database. 
 
 
1. Article author(s)  2.  Year   3. Article title  “In”   
  
                 5. Book Title                 

4. Book Editor  
        7. Publisher city 

6. Edition,  and name 
volume   
and pages   9. Database name 
    

8. Date         
retrieved 
 
 
 
PROVIDE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING THAT APPLY TO YOUR ITEM, IN THIS ORDER: 

1. Author(s) of article. Use only initials for first and middle names, use ampersand (&) for “and.” 
2. Year of publication 
3. Title of article (or chapter / entry); capitalize only first word of title, end with period. 
4. Editor(s) of book. Use initial(s) and last name. (Found in the book’s “front matter.”) 
5. Book title; capitalize only first word of title.  
6. edition if other than first, abbreviated to “ed.” 

volume if applicable, abbreviated to “Vol.” 
pages, inclusive, use “pp.” and give the full page numbers 

7. Publisher location and  name - use a colon (:) between location and name. 
If several cities are given, use the first.  
Provide state or country only if the city is not well-known or is ambiguous. 
Shorten publisher names to surname:   Norton (rather than W.W. Norton) 

 
FOR ELECTRONIC EDITIONS, ADD “ACCESS” INFORMATION: 
• if accessed from a database subscription, use:  “Retrieved” – date – “from” – database name – 

“database”  
8. “from”Name of database or website, capitalized, underlined, ending with a period 

• Vendor/publisher of database, or host organization of website, ending with a period  
• Institution providing the subscription access, if applicable (usually a library)  
• Date accessed – Day Month (abbreviated) Year    12 Sept. 2007        8 Nov. 2007     21 June 2007 
• URL, in angle-brackets < > - end with period. 

For subscription databases, URL of database home page is sufficient. 
 
 



 

Choi, S. M., & Rifon, N. J. (2007). Who is the celebrity 

in advertising? Understanding dimensions of 

celebrity images. Journal of Popular Culture, 40 

304-324. Retrieved October 11, 2007 from 

Academic Search Premier database. 

APA Decoder: 
Periodical Articles 

 
Library Website:    http://library.clackamas.edu              Library Reference: 503-657-6958  ext. 2290 

 
This sample is an academic journal article in electronic format from a subscription database. 
 
 
 

1. Article authors  2. Publication Date              3.  Article title   
 
                 
4. Periodical   
 title       5. Volume 

 
6. Pages            7. Retrieval date       
     
           
 
                8. Database name
    

                                                                                                                                  
  

 
 
PROVIDE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING THAT APPLY TO YOUR ITEM, IN THIS ORDER: 
• Author(s) of article. Use only initials for first and middle names, use ampersand (&) for “and.” 
• Date of publication (examples: 2004, March 29; or: 1995, May) 
• Article title; capitalize only first word of title, end with period  
• Title of Periodical - drop leading articles (A, An, The), capitalized, italicized, no period at end               
• Volume (if available) and pages (end with period) 
 

FOR ELECTRONIC EDITIONS, ADD “ACCESS” INFORMATION: 
• Write “Retrieved” (no quotes), the date you retrieved the article “Month (spelled out) day, year” (no 

quotes); add word “from” (no quotes) then provide database name; add word “database” (no 
quotes). 

 
FOR WEB PAGES, ADD “ACCESS” INFORMATION:  
• Write “Retrieved” (no quotes), the date you retrieved the article “Month (spelled out) day, year” (no 

quotes); add a comma; add word “from” (no quotes) then provide web address. 
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